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NOTES FROM THE WEATHER BUREAU LIBRARY. 
By C. FITZEIUGH TALMAN, Professor in  charge of Library. 

[Dated, Washington, Mar. 1.1915.1 

I N D M N  SUMMER. 

I11 iicurly cvoryt.liin& that has heretofore been written 
conccriiing t.he os r‘t‘ssion “ Indian suniiner I ’  it is taken 

tioii lins rcfrrciicc t-o tlie Nort,h Aiiiwimi Indians. In  his 
memoir j~i1)lislied in tho M o N m L i -  WEATHER REVIEW of 
J:i,iiiiary ant1 iW)rii:wy, 1 !JO2, Mr. Albert Matthews quotes 
so~i io  lcttrrs of l I o r ~ c c  Widpole in which certain unusually 
hot siiniiiiws in I n c h  are drscrihed tw “ Iiidian,” obvi- 
ously in allusion to the hot climate of India, or possibly 
t,lie ‘. Iiidies” in general; but these quotations probably 
1i:ivti 110 bearing on the history of the terni “Indian suni- 
I I W ”  n.s iiow coniinonly used in America. Somewhat 
~iioro portinelit is the suggestion of Prof. Abbe that 
* ’  sonic r d y  t,raveler who had been in India and had ex- 
perienccd the dry, limy weather of the dusty Indian 
plains rccognized the saiiie kind of sky in our Indian sum- 
mar haze.” 

Mr. Horace Ware, of Boston, has recentlv called the 
writer’s attention to the fwt that the term “Indian sum- 
mer ” is applied in the British Board of Trade regulations 
t.o the scason of fine weather over the waters adjacent. to 
13rit.ish Indirt, a.nd that the abbreviation “I. S.,” meaning 
Iiidinn summer, is used in marking one of the masimum 
loncl lilies on British ships. The regulations under the 
merchant shipping act of 1894, adopted January 12,1899, 
contain the followmg provisions as to marking load lines: a 

3. Such maximum load lines &all be as follows, and the upper edge 
of such lines Hhall respectively indicate: 

For fresh water: The maximum depth to which the vessel can be 
lourled i n  fre& water. 

Fnr Iiii1ia.n summer: The maximum depth to which the veseel can be 
laoded lor voyages during the fine sewn in the Indian seas, between 
the limits of Suez and Singapore. 

For su~iimer: The maximum depth to which the vessel can be loaded 
fur v-oyagea (other than Indian summer voyages) from Euro em and 
llnlitr!rranean ports between the months of April and Beptemger, both 
iiwlusive, and Its to voyagea in other parts of the world (other than 
Iiirlisn suuimcr vovages) the niaximuni depth to which the vessel can 
Ire? luaded during the correspondin or recognized summer months. 

For winter: The niaximuni deptE to which the vessel can be loaded 
re lr voyages iother than Indian summer voyages and -mer voyagvs) 
f r ~ m  Eurupmn and hleditmranran ports between the months of Octo- 
I.lt:r a.nd hlarch, both inclusive. and as to voyages in other ar$ of the 
world tho masimuui dept,h to which the veseel can be loaderfdunng tho 
wrrcspond in: or recognized minter months. 

For wintvr (North Atlantic): The maximum de  th to  which the vee 
,<PI ran be losded for v o y a p  to  or from the Ifediterrmean or any 
European lmrt. froin or to  ports in Brit,ish North Anierica or emtern 
~ ~ , r t , q  in t,he UnitrcI Statrs. north of Cape IIstterns, between the month8 
c d  (?ct.ober and March, both inclusive. 

for gmnt.ed that t P ie terni ‘‘ Indian ’I used in this coiinec- 

I hfONTHLI’ \ ~ E A T l I E B  I:El?EW. PCb.. 1902. 30: ?I, IOOtJlOte 142. 
2 Robt. Temperley. ‘Tho Yerchaut Shlpping Acts.” I.oudon, 1907, pp. 710-711. 
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Such maximum load lines shall be dktinguishecl hy initial lettprs 
Mite such horizontal lines a.9 zforrsaid, suvh compicuoualy marked o 

initial letters being as &rows: 
F. W.-Fresh water. 
I. S.-Indian summer. 
S.Summer. 
W .--Fl”nter. 
W. N .  A.-Wintcr, North Atlantic. 

The season of fine weather in the Indian seas (i. e., the 
Arabian Sea, the Bay of Bengal, and adjacent waters) is 
the eriod from November to March, inclusive, when the 

January-March, inclusive, when these seas are en t irely 
free from tropical cyclones. Astronomically, this sensoti 
is “winter” rather than “sun~nicr.’~ It is, howerrr, the 
dry season, and it is not uncomnion in tropical coiintries 
to identify the dry season with summer and thc rniiiy 
season with winter. This custom is especially coliinion 

nort R east nionsoon prevails, or more especially thc months 

in Sipnnish-speaking tro icnl countries, where the dry sea- 
snii is commonly . .  c a d ’ “  vernno ,* (suninier) nnc1 tlic wet 
season * *  invierno” (winter), regardless of the ordinary 
calendar. However, the present writer is n.ot familiar with 
t-his use of the terms “sunimer” and “winter” in litera- 
ture relatinc to or emanating from Indin. Certainly the 
“winter ” OF guidehook and travel 1itern.ture concerning 
India is the cold season, i. e., January atid February. 

We should he glad to obttiin iiiforniatioii ns t.0 the his- 
tory of the term “Indinii siiiiinier” ns ap lied by British 

also as to the limits of the season thus dosigJia.tec1. If the 
terni was current in this sense as early a.s the eiglit,eentli 
century, the fact may hnve sonie he:Lring upon the history 
of the tcrni in its niore faani1ia.r npplicnt.ion to a spell of 
fine, tranquil went>her iu nu tunin, thoiigh t.his does not, at 
present,, seein likely. 

saifors to the season of fine weather in the B . iidiaii seas, and 


